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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages 2-7 

pages 



1 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 12 January 2005 (12.01.2005) 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 



pages 



1-7 



, as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 12 January 2005 (12.01.2005) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/1 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



„, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_, filed with the demand 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



| | ™* re P ort has Dee n established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
i ™ r J% ort aS ori S^ally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
ana 70. 1 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

The closest prior art is US-A-3 868 918, Smith, which 
discloses a three-step method for providing a sheet metal 
cover of the type as per the application with a hook-shaped 
projection which is intended to serve as a blocking element 
for a vertical rotational movement of a pull- tab. 



The characterized method differs from the above in that it 
is a method comprising only two stages ( " reforming of a 
preform" and "postf orming" ) which results in a "non-hook- 
shaped" projection designed to serve as a blocking element 
for horizontal movement, and in that the notched line which 
conventionally serves as a tear-off line is not introduced 
during one of these method steps in order to preserve the 
material (Smith contains no mention of this whatsoever) . A 
modification of this kind cannot be derived directly from 
the known prior art. 



Note: The disclosure of the application is unclear or 
incomplete in parts, because the drawing filed does not 
appear to be in agreement with the description to the 
figures. The subsequently filed reference to a co-pending 
PCT application without any indication of the precise 
application number cannot be taken into consideration. 
However, it is possible for a person skilled in the art to 
arrive, on the basis of common general knowledge in the 
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art, at a reasonable interpretation which supports the 
claims . 
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